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SYMONDS GREEN 
 COMMUNITY NEWS   

UPDATE FROM Y OUR LABOUR COUNCILLO RS ð AUTUMN  2007 
 

LISTER WAITS TO HEAR IF 
IT HAS WON THE BATTLE 
TO BECOME AREAôS ACUTE 

TRAUMA HOSPITAL   
At the beginning of this year, the Eastern Region 
Strategic Health Authority started consulting on the 
configuration of hospital services in North and East 
Hertfordshire and residents were asked to choose on 
which site, the QEII in Welwyn or the Lister in 
Stevenage, acute trauma services for the area should be 
consolidated.  
 

Barbara Follett the MP for Stevenage launched, in 
partnership with Stevenage Borough Council, The Comet 
newspaper and MPõs from surrounding constituencies, 
the ôIõm backing the Listeró campaign.  

 

THE CONSULTATION CLO SED ON OCTOBER 1ST AND PETITION 
FORMS CONTAINING 27, 000 SIGNATURES SUPPORTING THE  LISTER 
OPTION WERE PRESENTE D TO THE LOCAL PRIMA RY CARE TRUST. 
 

Barbara Follett said, òI am delighted with the support from local people. The Comet 
newspaper collected just over 12,000 signatures, my office has collected an additional 14,000 
signatures and between 500 and 1,000 extra signatures were collected by Oliver Heald the MP 
for North East Herts.  
 

I believe that Lister Hospital is clearly the best option for the people of North and East 
Hertfordshire. Lister is located next to the A1M, has more capability for expansion and  the 
Lister option makes economic sense because it would be twice as expensive to create and 
maintain the same services on the QEII site. We will now have to wait until the beginning of 
January 2008 before we will find out the Strategic Health Authorityõs final decision. 
 

 I want to thank the 27,000 people who signed the òIõm backing the Listeró petition. 
Iõm sure such a splendid response has provided vital support for the Lister optionó.    
 
 

LABOUR LISTE NS ð TOGETHER WE GET IT DONE  
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RESIDENTS REGISTER F OR NATIONAL BUS PASS ES 
Stevenage Borough Council has announced that local residents can start registering for their FREE 
NATIONAL BUS PASSES in preparation for the introduction of the governmentõs scheme for 
everyone over 60 and those with disabilities to be entitled to a free national bus pass from 2008. 
   

Leader of Stevenage Council, Councillor Sharon 
Taylor said, òIn 2006, Stevenage Borough Council led the 
Hertfordshire wide negotiations on the funding and supporting 
of County wide bus pass scheme. As a result, the number of bus 
passes issued by the council increased from 5,500 to 10,500. 

This Labour Government initiative will mean that if you 

are over sixty or disabled you will be able to travel free of charge 
on any registered bus service, anywhere in Englandó. 

 

If you want to register for a free National Bus Pass, you can do so by contacting Stevenage 
Borough Council, Daneshill House, Danestrete. Telephone 242242. 

 

ANGLIA IN BLOOM -  STEVENAGE WINS 
GOLD DESPITE THE WEATHER ! 

 

For the 2nd year running, Stevenage has won the 
Anglia in Bloom Small City award but this time they 
have also been awarded the coveted Gold Medal, one 
of just two awarded in 2007. 
 

Symonds Green Labour Party Spokesperson 
Laurie Chester said, òIõm proud that this yearõs 
campaign was launched in Stevenage in April when 
the Friends of Mobbsbury Wood had a morning of 
action attended by the Mayor. In addition to maintaining fantastic floral displays across the 
town we were judged on cleanliness and tackling litter, graffiti, vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour. Individual entries are encouraged from private residents, local businesses, 
community groups and schools. We are now waiting to see how we have got on in the 
Britain in Bloom competition. Last year we were in 3rd place in our section of Britain in 
Bloom. This year we hope to do even betteró.  
 

STOP PRESS: Stevenage has been awarded a Silver Medal by the Britain in Bloom 
judges and we were in second place in our section of the Britain in Bloom competition. 
 

TV LICENCE REFUND SCHEME 
The local council has a scheme whereby a refund of £25.50 is payable to 
eligible residents, when a full yearõs licence fee is due. 
 

Those eligible are (a) All persons aged between 65 and 75 years of age, 
(b) All single persons aged 60 to 64 who are not working, (c) All married 
couples, (or couples living together), aged 60 to 64, when both partners 
are not working. 

 

Persons aged 75 or over are now, following a recent Labour government initiative, entitled to a 
free of charge TV licence. Find out more by writing to: 

Laurie Chester, Stevenage Labour Party, Freepost, 4 Popple Way, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 3TG 
 

LABOUR LISTENS ð TOGETHER WE GET IT DONE  


